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oth in the Lord—Jer. IT:4

[ 4

_The blessedness of this text is for
both sinner and saint. The sinner has
nothing to do for
salvation but
simply trust the
Lord, and the
salnt has nothing
more to do for
satisfaetion. The

‘man's evil heart
of unbelief. The
sin that Is com-
mon to all men Is
the besetiing sin
of unbellef keep-
ing the sinner
from salvation
and Hkewisze the
saint from satis
faction.

The word “trust” has several mean-
fngs., In Psalms 2:12, “Blessed are all
they that put their trust in him,” it
means to have confidence In the Lord
ns the Ruler or King. Not long ago
a man held the high-sounding title of
his majesty, czar of all the Russias.
As such many put their trust in him.
But he lost the high place and became
merely Nicholas Romanoff without
power to aid those who trusted him.
But the one who trusts the Lord as
Juler and King has One whose title
and throne ls established forever.

In Ruth 2:12, Boaz speaking to
Ruth ¢oncerning the Lord, says: “Un-
der whose wings thou art come to
trust.” Here the word means “to find
a refoge.,” It reminds one of the high
winds and mounting waves threaten-
ing to engulif a laboring ship. But
batfered and blown, she comes tum-
bling over the harbor bar out of the
stormy seas to the calm and safety of
her refuge.

Or it reminds of the mother bird
calling her young at the approach of
an enemy and gathering them to
safety under her protecting wings.
So the saint upon life's stormy sea
may find a refuge under the wings of
the Almighty. Safety and rest from
all storms and all enemles are his by
simply” trusting the Lord.

A slightly different meaning of the
word 1s found in Psalms 56:3, “What
time I am afraid I will trust in thee"
Here it means *“to lean on.” L]
pealmist found himself sorrounded by
enemies. None came to his support.
There seemed ng help for him. Tired
and weary in the unequal struggle his
soul cried out for some one to lean
on and to gather strength from.
Facing the surrounding enemies alone
the fear of fallure and defeat gripped
him until relief came by trusting in
the Lord or leaning on his God., Per-
haps, my reader, there Is no way out
of your difficulties, but there ig & way
over, and you may tread that way by
leaning on your Lord. Trust him,
lean upon him, and- the harder you
lean the more you please him.

Another mesaning of the word is In
Psaims 22:8. “He trusted on the
Y.ord that he would deliver him.” It
means here, “He rolled himself on the
Lord'" This psalm foretells the ex-
perience of our Lord upon the ecross.
He was there forsaken and alone.
ven his God seemed to have left him
and his followers had fled. His ene-
mies rejoleced In his sorrow. The
blackness of midnight gloom settied
upon him. But then in spite ‘of them-
selves, his enemles gave volce In thig
way to satisfaction. He ecould roll
himself on the Lord. This is his de-
sire for his people today., There may
not be sitrength to rise and walk to
him, but there is always power to roll
onesell upon the Lord, to trust him
and trusting, find that he not only ear-
ries the burden but the bellever as

fn sorrow’s path and troubles spring

Comtesse de Bryas Is a Frenchwoman, who came
to America last April to represent the American
committee for devastiated France, and s now en-
Baged In an sxtensive tour of the United States,
speaking about her experiences In ths war-ridden
districts. The comtesse's father s French, but her
mother was a Philadelphlan who went to Europe
when a small child and was brought up there.
Her great-grandfathers, George Clymer and Thomas
Willing, and her granduncle, Qeorge Read, were all
signers of the Declaration of Independence, and one
of them, George Clymer, was among ths saix who
helped to frame the Constitutlon —Editor's Note.

By COMTESSE MMDELEINE DE BRYAS.

SOMETIMES meet, In the course of
my travels, people who say: *“Ah,
poor France! Tragic, Iinvaded coun-
try!" But to these people 1 would
say: “No, mo! You do not know
your France, It is not poor France,
but mnoble France, Not tragie

France, but herolc France!".

I enan best explain my meaning by
describlng an incident which took
place on the occaslon of one of the
recent anir raids on Paris. . An alr rald is a nerve-
racking time. The newspaper accounts and the
magazine storles do not tell you one-hundredth
of the angulsh lived throogh by the people whe
crouch In their cellars, listing to bombs that ex-
plode close by and expecting all the thme that the
next missile will demolish the house over their
heads.

The favorite gathering places for civillans dur-
Ing air raids is In the cellars. ‘During the raid of
which I speak, one of these underground places
was crowded with refugees. But they were not
moping or trembling. Instead, they were con-
stantly joking and laughing about their predica-
ment. They did not for gme second lose their
fine courage and stanchness,

When the bombs had ceased to fall, they came
up te the street level once more. But they did
not breathe great sighs of rellef and thank their
lucky stars for not being hit. Not they! Their
eyes glowed with the fire of unquenched spirit,
and they shook their fists in the direction of the
departlng German alrplanes.

“Those fools!” they shouted. “Those fools!
They think they can break us! They do not know
us! Never shall we yield! Newverl”

This 1s not the only splendid exhibition of
French devotion that I have seen with my own
eyes. The peeple in the rural regions are no less
determined In their ardor. Although nearly one-
fifth of France has been Invaded by a ruthless
enemy nnd some portions invaded the second
time, these country folk would dle rather thsn
give themselves up to the foe.

In a village of the devastated district I found
n little old woman who was living alone. She
was working at washing linen for the soldlers
who were In trenches not far away. Her own
house had been burned down by the Germa
She told me her pathetic story. -

It seems that a German officer who had a very
bad reputation for molesting the civilians had
heen quartered In her house. After he had been
there for a few hours he went to the small stove

house escaped for the tume being. But later on
It was burned by other Germans. When I found
this woman she was working 18 hours each day
washing for the soldiers. 1 asked her why she
worked so hard end she told me that it was
because she had nothing left to her In the wide
world, and the only way to keep herself from
heartbreak was to be always occupled.

The conditions under which most of these peo-
ple. have been living are horrifying. Thelr
houses are heaps of ruins. You can hardly be-
lleve the systematic way In which the Germans
proceeded to destroy thelr dwellings. A bomb
was thrown into every house along the line of
march. The furnlture was all broken up or
burned, frult trees were cut down, and the wells
polluted. Yet, when the Invading tide was swept
back these villagers came back at once to their
former homes. This devotion of the French peas-
ant to his littlé home Is something which Ameri-
cans can hardly appreciste. He loves it ardent-
ly; it is almost & part of him; he cannot bear to
leave it.

During the time when they were sitruggling
to rebuild their shattered homes, these peasants
had to Ilive In cellars and dugouts. Of course
these places were most. unhealthy and not fit to
remain in. I once went down into a cellar in
which an old couple was llving. The roof of the
cellar was so low -that when I was seated on a
little plank talking to the old people I had to

utensils and they had only one old metal skillet,

in which they cooked and from which they ate.
In one village I saw a mother who had gone
back to live in a little shelter which she had
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-~ The trentment of children during the German
occupntion was very terrible. Little tots of four
and Ave, and children on up to the ages of thir-
teen and fourteen, were forced-to work all day
for thelr enslavers. They were taken Into the
fields at five in the morniog and were not al-
lowed to come back until seven in the evening.
During all that time they were given only one
meal. Their tasks were to dig potatoes, cut
away the barbed-wire entanglements and pick up
unexploded shells, After the Germans went away
there was no milk to be got because all the cows
had been elther killed or driven aAWAaYy. In aone
district fhere were 500 children who existed for
months without a single drop of milk. I met one
little girl who had been kept for 20 days on & diet
consisting of nothing but bread and soup, the
jptter being watery and scarcely at all nourish-
mghe destruction of the schoolhouses has mnde
it impossible for the younyg children to gain any
education. It is no strange thing to encounter &
boy or girl of gleven who can neither read nor
write. In thelr hideous thoroughness, the G?r-
mans destroyed books, pencils, desks and all Not
a thing was left. After the American relief work-
ers came into the devastated regions they es
lished schools and built little wooden buildings
in which to carry on thie work.

At one school they told = story of a lltt!el
girl who was brought in with the other children
to learn to resd. As soon as she discovered an
old chalr in one of the cormers she immediately
got Into 1t and curled up in utter enjoyment and
relaxation. She could not be persunded to get
out of that chalr. The teacher inquired why she
was so pleased with the chalr and learned that
the household in which the child lived hnd Dot
boasted n single chalr since the first Invasion of
the Germans.

The separation of the children from their par-
ents 1s another very tragic occurrence. In the
months and years before they are reunited the
children grow and change so that they are wnot
recognizable to their parents when they meet
ggailn. Some of them, to be sure, wear on a
chain about their necks little gold baptismal
gifts on which their names are inscribed. But
this Is exceptional. It is one of the confessed
schemes of the Germans to divide and secatter
familles as much as possible.

My heart bleeds for the children of France!
Oh, that they should suffer this unmerited abuse
and tribulation !

The deportation of young girls has been sys-
tematically practiced. A German officer comes
to the front door of a house and orders the entire
family to assemble outside on the door step. Then
he picks at random a number of the younger
women of the famlily. *I will take you . . . and
you . . . and youl” he says, indicating the
chosen ones with his forefinger, At this sum-
mons they must leave their homes at once. They
are not allowed to pack their belongings nor to
They are permitted only

kerchlef.

After they are taken Into Germany they are
put to work cultivating the flelds, doing the
hardest and most menial kind of labor. They
are forced to live with ,the soldiers, and are
rudely treated by them. They can send no word
to their familles, and it is almost as though they
were dead.

The rellef work in the Invaded districts has
been tireless. Great credit is doe to the Amer-
ilcan committee for devastated France, organized
by Miss Anne Morgan. Over 1,000 children have
been turned over to this committee to be cared
for. One of its most useful works has been In

of these people. One old woman refused to be
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SOME LAWS OF THE KINGDOM OF

DEVOTIONAL READING—II
thians $:#-15.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR
TEACHERS—Luke 16:3; Rcmans 12:6; JX
Corinthians 8:6-15; Hebretws 13:16; Ezra 1:
24; 1 Chronicles 29:1-5. -

The prificiples of €thics which shall
prevall in the earth when Jesus Christ
shall be king are entirely different
from those of the world. - The worldly
spirit always Inquires as to what gnin
will accerue from an action or service.
Its poliey is dolpg good for the sake
of getting good. -Those who have been
made partakers of the divine nature,
who mre really subjects of the king-
dom, do good becnuse they have the
nature and spirit of God, not because
they expect something in return.

I. Give to Every Man That Asketh

-Iof Thee (v. 30).

This does not mean that any request
that may be made by the idle, greedy
and selfish should be granted. Only

| evil would result from such indiscrimi-

nate and unregulated giving. Such
benevolence would foster idleness and
selfishness. Oftentimes the worst
thing you can do for a man s to give
him money.. The drunkard will enly
spend it for more drink; the gambier
will continue his dissipation. The
meaning then is, give to the one ask-
Ing the thing which he needs. The
man in poverty needs t6 be given a way
to earn his living, rather than to be
given money without the necessity of
Inbor. There is that In the human
heart which refuses charity, and
cries out for a means to honestly gain
& Hvelihood.

Il. Of Him That Taketh Away Thy
Goods, Ask Them Not Again (v. 30).

“Ask™ here means demand. It doubt-
tess forbids the forcible demanding of
the return of that which has been
taken from oner

1. Do to Other Men as You Would
That They Should Do Unto You (vv.
81-34).

This ethie puts life's activities on
the highest possible ground. He does
not say, refrain from doing that which
you would not llke to be done to you,
as even Confucius taught; but to pos-
itively make the rule of your liffe the
doing to others as you wounld wish
them to do unto you. Loving those
who love us, doing good to those who
do good to us, and lending to those
from whom we hope to receive, is just
what all the sinners of the world are
dolng. The child of the EKingdom of
Christ s to be different.

IV. Love Your Enemies (v. 35).

That which Is natural to the human
heart s to hate the enemy. To love
in the real sense means to sincerely
desire the good of even one's enemy
and willlngness to do anything pos-
sible to bring that good. Such action
is only possible to those who have
been born again. Christ loved those
who hated him. He was willing even
to dle for his enemles.

V. Lend, Hoping for Nothing Again
(v. 35).

This 1s what the Heavenly Father is
constantly doing. He is kind and gra-
cious unto the unthankful and the
wicked. He sends his raln and sun-
shine upon the unjust and sinners. He
makes frultful the toil of those who
blaspheme his name. He thus does be-
cause it Is his nature to so do.

V1. Be Merciful (v. 38).

The exampie for the imitation of the
disciple is the Heavenly Father.

VIil. Judge Not (v. 37).

To judge does not mean the placing
of just estimates upon men's actions
and lives, for, “By their fruits ye shall
know them.” The tree is judged by
the fruit if bears.— The thorn tree does
not bear figs, nor the apple tree bear
grapes. Our only way of discerning
the character of men and women is
their sctions. That which is con-
demned Is censorious jJjudgment—the
fmpugning of motives.

Vill. Condemn Not (v. 37).

This mmeans that we should not pass

tion of our jodgments render it im-
possible to righteously and intelli-
gently pass judgment.

1X. Forgive (v. 37.)

Those whe forgive shall be forgiven.
The one who has realized the forgiv-




